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This Civil Democracy Platform Handbook provides a guide to an innovative digital platform
designed to enhance democratic efficacy by empowering individuals and civil society or-
ganizations through individualized participation and representation. Rooted in the prin-
ciples of "meta-decision freedom" and "actor openness," the platform allows users to di-
rectly engage in decisions or delegate preferences to trusted actors, balancing personal
involvement with daily responsibilities.

The handbook outlines the platform's core functionalities, including a dynamic decision-
making process that integrates direct and indirect rankings, facilitating informed and
inclusive governance. It addresses the limitations of traditional democratic models, em-
phasizing adaptability to the complexities of modern individualized societies. Addition-
ally, it introduces the Minimum Viable Product (MVP) concept, highlighting the participa-
tory development approach where user feedback shapes feature enhancements.

With detailed instructions on system use, privacy safeguards, and best practices, this
guide equips users to navigate the platform effectively while contributing to a transform-
ative model of democratic engagement. By fostering transparency, inclusivity, and collec-
tive intelligence, the Civil Democracy Platform seeks to redefine political participation for
the challenges of the 21st century.

(Version 2.0, 27 Jan 2025)

1 Introduction

1.1 Brief Description of the Platform, Its Purpose, and Goals

The Civil Democracy (CD) Platform is an innovative digital tool designed to foster demo-
cratic efficacy, i.e. the experience of meaningfully contributing to democratic decision-
making, through individualized participation and individualized representation. By ad-
dressing the shortcomings of traditional partitioning representation models, the plat-
form empowers both individuals and civil society organizations to actively lead the politi-
cal processes.

Individualized participation and individualized representation are possible through two
core principles:

¢ Individualized participation is implemented through the principle to allow users to de-
cide whether to participate directly in specific decisions or delegate their preferences
to trusted actors. This flexibility ensures that users can balance engagement with the
demands of their daily lives. (We call this “meta-decision freedom”.)

¢ Individualized representation is implemented through the principle of benefiting from
the existence of a diverse range of open actors—including organizations and individu-
als—who transparently disclose their positions. (We call this “actor openness”.)
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Both are made possible through individualized trust storage in a decision-making pro-
cess. Decision-making in politics involves choosing between multiple options, which are
ranked based on individual preferences. These rankings can be direct, where individuals
explicitly order options themselves, or indirect, derived from the rankings provided by
trusted actors. Indirect rankings reduce voter effort while still reflecting individual prefer-
ences through representation. By combining direct and indirect rankings, the Civil De-
mocracy Platform provides flexibility, allowing individuals to participate actively or rely
on trusted representation as they see fit.

The primary goals of the platform include:

e Enhancing Democratic Efficacy: Empowering users to see how their actions and opin-
ions directly influence political outcomes, fostering a stronger connection between in-
dividuals and the decisions that affect them.

e Improving Decision Quality: Leveraging the collective intelligence of a diverse user
base to achieve well-informed and balanced policy outcomes.

e Facilitating Inclusivity: Accommodating individual preferences and levels of engage-
ment through flexible participation and personalized representation structures.

e Large Scale Collective Decisionmaking: Addressing the governance challenges and
contemporary societal issues by enabling inclusive, efficient, and transparent deci-
sion-making processes.

The Civil Democracy Platform is more than a digital innovation—it represents a dramatic
shift in how we approach politics in a world marked by structural individualization, com-
plexity, and interconnected challenges.

The old understanding of democracy as being just “one vote on the ballot” every some
years was able to create democratic efficacy only under bygone conditions of Western in-
dustrial class societies. The fact that Western societies have now changed through indi-
vidualization, mediatization, and globalization, has led to crises in these former democ-
racy heartlands.

And the fact that the old model was never able to create long run democratic efficacy
without the Western industrial preconditions has led to many cases in which democrati-
zation after 1949 and after 1989 ended in democratic backsliding. Whole cultural world re-
gions, most notably the Islamic world and China, have largely come to see themselves,
and being seen from others, as incompatible with democracy, while in fact they only
lacked the structural preconditions necessary for the old Western “one vote on the ballot”
model.

1.2 Acknowledgment of MVP Status and the Role of User Feedback

On https://civil-democracy.org, the Civil Democracy Platform is currently presented in a
Minimum Viable Product (MVP) stage. While fully functional in its core purpose of facili-
tating individualized participation and representation, the platform lacks several desira-
ble features that could further enhance its usability, inclusivity, and decision-making ca-
pabilities. These omissions are not oversights but deliberate prioritizations aimed at
testing the system'’s foundational concepts in practice before scaling to full functionality.

To bridge these gaps, the platform uses its own functionality to guide its evolution. Users
contribute actively to shaping the platform’s future by suggesting missing features as
options in a collective decision. This participatory approach empowers every user to con-
tribute ideas—such as a new visualization tool, additional language support, or enhanced
privacy measures—and ensures that the most-needed features are prioritized. Options
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are ranked democratically, combining user feedback with the principles of direct and in-
direct rankings to determine the development roadmap.'

2 Getting Started

Welcome to the Civil Democracy Platform! Here’s how to get started and ensure a smooth
experience on the platform:

2.1 System Requirements

The platform has been tested primarily with Firefox and Chrome on both Windows 11
(desktop) and Android (mobile). It should also function on other common browsers, de-
vices, and operating systems. However, JavaScript must be enabled for full functionality.
If you encounter any issues, please report them via the “missing features” decision or
send a detailed report to feedback@civil-democracy.org.

2.2 Registration Process

To cast valid votes and fully participate, you must register for an account:
e Click “Create an account” in the top-right corner.

e Read the “Responsibility Manifesto” carefully, as it outlines terms specific to
this platform.

e Provide your name, valid email address, phone number, date of birth, address,
and nationality/nationalities.

e If you belong to a collective organization using Civil Democracy, select it from the
“Nationality/-ies/Membership(s)” list to ensure eligibility in the organization’s
decisions.

e Inthe next step, set a password and upload a scan of an ID or membership ID for
every nationality or membership to document your eligibility.

2.3 Account Verification

To activate your account:
e Verify your email address via a confirmation link.

e While ID verification is not yet implemented in this MVP stage, unverified ac-
counts may still be removed if they appear suspicious.

24 Demo Features

Unregistered users can explore most features of the platform. However:
e Votes cast as an unregistered user will not be counted.

e Trust assignments and other actions are not saved.

1t has to be noted, however, that this decision is different from other decisions: Most deci-
sions made under Civil democracy are meant to be directly implemented as voted upon, but
the priorization of features is dependent on so many other variables, e.g., cost, coding de-
pendencies, or necessities of new application fields, that this decision can be only a recom-
mendation, albeit one to be observed very carefully.
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2.5 Privacy and Data Security

Your data is stored on secure servers in Switzerland, and we prioritize privacy and secu-
rity. We will never sell or misuse your data.

While we aim for high security, this MVP is currently WordPress-based, and we
acknowledge that no system is entirely immune to potential breaches. For instance, we
are prioritizing the development of a routine to transfer ID scan images from web-acces-
sible servers to local, offline storage. Please be mindful of this as you share sensitive in-
formation.

2.6 Access Issues

If you forget your password, use the password reset link on the login page to regain ac-
cess. For a list of known issues and suggested workarounds, visit https://civil-democ-
racy.org/known-issues/.

3 Core Functionalities

3.1 Participating

Politics is about making decisions together, and such decisions are made best based on
knowledge about how the existing decision options are ranked by every individual voter.
Hence, the Civil democracy platform contains a list of decisions, each consisting of a num-
ber of possible options which the user is intended to bring into the sequence that fits their
preferences, with the best-evaluated option on top and the worst-evaluated option at the
end.

The options are presented in a sequence that is based on previous participation and on
trust, as entered in the process described below. (The possibility to present options entirely
without a ranking is a possible enhancement to be discussed in further improvement
rounds.) For any binary comparison of neighboring options, users can assess arguments
for the two ranking options, A better than B or B better than A, and which open actors prefer
which pairwise ranking.

3.2 Trusting

With the participation function alone, the platform would not substantially differ from
the great number of other existing voting platforms. But all these platforms suffer from
the grassroots democracy problem. Comparing different options, even with arguments
for and against the possible rankings at hand, requires time and effort. It is hence com-
pletely rational not to want to participate in every decision. People need to do other things
in their lives than engaging in political decisions, and therefore they need to have the
possibility to delegate their decision making to trusted political actors. This is the reason
grassroots democracy most often fails, and the reason why representative democracy in
the 19t and 20 century was the first successful implementation of democracy in large
societies. Integrating participation and representation is the crucial added value of Civil
democracy.

The Civil democracy platform hence presents all available political actors who are willing
to disclose their option rankings and allows voters to enter which of these so-called ‘open
actors’ they entrust to make decisions on their behalf. It is intended that voters enter
trust in much more than one actor to acquire their own individual trust portfolio. They are
even able to differentiate degrees of trust using a five-star rating system.

Based on the rankings of trusted open actors, an indirect ranking is calculated for every
individual voter. This indirect ranking serves two important purposes: On the one hand, it
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is used to represent voters who do not want to bother with participating in a decision. On
the other hand, for those who participate, it produces the sequence in which options are
presented. Voters are invited to adapt this sequence to their own views, but it is assumed
that an indirect ranking based on trusted actors will already be close to the individual’s
factual opinions, reducing the effort needed to create a complete match. For users new to
the system prior to their first entering of trust assignments, the CD community as a
whole is pre-entered as a trusted actor, so that new users initially see the average ranking
of all users as presented sequence.

3.3 Other

Next to these two core functions, the platform allows see the results of past decisions,
and contains information about Civil democracy and how to support its growing move-
ment.

4 User Roles

The platform contains mainly two roles that, however, differ from each other in mainly
only one important aspect. Individual Voters (IVs) and Open Actors (OAs) both enter trust
in open actors, rank options, and can enter new options, but they are differentiated in two
ways.

IVs are members of collectives defined by nationality of group membership.

The first difference between the two is in the secrecy of their rankings: The rankings of in-
dividual voters are always hidden and show up only in the aggregated final counting of
the votes, more precisely the final application of the decision rule valid for a particular
decisions. The rankings of open actors are always visible (albeit in the current MVP ver-
sion only indirectly),

The second difference is the direction of trust. Only open actors can be entered as trusted
actors. Only on their openly visible rankings are trusting actors’ indirect rankings built.

Besides of these two roles, there is the very important administrator role. Although deci-
sion schedules are intended to be made as decisions within the system, only administra-
tors can implement them by starting new decisions. Only administrators can check eligi-
bilities. Only administrators can retrieve voting data for further analyses beyond the ini-
tial application of Condorcet or backward elimination decision rules. These and other ad-
ministrative functions are, however, not the subject of this handbook.

5 Using the Platform

5.1 Initial access

Upon accessing https://civil-democracy.org, the user is guided through the following
steps:
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2. Thisis the list of decisions available for the user’s eligibility, categorized in ac-

tive, upcoming, and past decisions. Note that this scree

nis accessible without

being logged in, but that for unregistered users some decisions may not be visi-

ble here.
In this list, click on specific decisions to access them.

(Or click on the “Create an account” button in the upper right corner of the screen

to register. The registration process is described below.)



Scholtz: Civil democracy platform handbook

L ]
..... 2 r:

What do we need now? Which areals) are we going to work on first?
— & v
— - Option decks

1 4~ ’

4
— LT memmmessme= | Between lines

Y ol e T R
PSS .8 ® AEAF forn mn dulommar)

3. Thisis the participation screen. In the top part, it contains a description of the
decision to be made, plus information on the decision schedule and the affected
collective. Below this top section, the page is structured in “option decks” de-
scribing decision options and “between lines” containing information about the
two neighboring options.

4. The option decks contain to the right of the option icon the option title and below
a description of the decision option. Left of the option icon are two numbers: the
upper, larger one is the number in the current sequence (1 for the highest-ranked,
2 for the second, and so on to the lowest-ranked option with a number equaling
the current total number of options in the decision). The smaller lower number is
the support percentage currently given to this particular option. (For more infor-
mation see below section 0
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Examples of the underlying math.)

The position of the option decks can be shifted by “drag and drop” to arrive at a
sequence that corresponds to the user’s opinion about the options. (The current
state of the platform forces users to create a strict ranking; it is planned at a later
stage to allow the possibility to express indifference regarding certain options.)

At the end of the participation screen page is a “Back” button, but changes in the ranking
are automatically saved. (But only accessible in future sessions, or counted, for logged-in
users. For the “Add option” button, see below.)

6.

The binary comparison area between two options includes to the right infor-
mation comparing the two options above and below that line. The upper row con-
tains the icons of supporting open actors and the lower row the main supporting
argument (if there is one), on the left side supporting the upper (currently higher-
ranked) option, and on the right side supporting the lower (currently lower-
ranked) option.

For those who want to dive deeper into more information about particular options, or for
those who want to get active with adding their own arguments, tapping/clicking on the
“between line” opens another page containing more information about the binary com-

paris

on of these two options.
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The binary comparision page contains two columns, to the left for the currently
higher-ranked option and to the right for the currently lower-ranked one. Each col-
umn consists of four parts, (1) head, (2) option description, (3) supporting open
actors, and (4) arguments.

(1) The head of each column contains the option name, current position (the
screenshot presented above was made at a time when these sequence numbers
were not yet functional), and option logo.

(2) Below the head, the option description is given, sometimes in an abbreviated
form.

(3) Open actors supporting the respective option in binary comparison are di-
vided into open actors which the user has marked as trusted and those who they
have not.

(4) The last section contains arguments for the respective option in comparison
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with each other. Users are invited to support arguments they see as helpful and
correct, and advancing the discussion, by clicking on the “thumbs up” button. (In
case of accidental clicking or a change of mind, another click retracts the sup-
port.) Arguments are sorted by the amount of support which they received; the
most-supported argument on top of the section is shown on the participation

screen.
Users are invited to add their own arguments using the “Add an argument” but-
ton.
53 | (D Participation Details— Civil Der: X |+ v - o x
« c QO B nttpsy/dvi-demorracy.org/participation-details/decision=d88option. B Fa s ¥ Q suche

Add an Argument x

Do you have & better proposal for an upcoming decision? Contribute It to the discussion! If you want to Include existing proposals, or
parts thereof, Into yours, do so. Refer to the orlginal for integrity and voters' ease, but make your text readable stand-alone.

Argument short name

an Afs impact

Argumant description(Required)
Luciano Floridi has worked more intensely on the impact of Al on democracy than any other of the avallable candidates.

Click ta add your pdf(Required)

[Burchauchon| Koine Datei ausgewshit

Max. e size: 64 M
This argument supgorts(Required)

Floridl, Luclano

This argument rejects(Required)

orley, Jessica | |@ostrom, Nick | [ Krizhevsky, Alex | 43bin, Anna | #inton, Geoffrey || £5cun, Yann

CAPTCHA

+ fmnotarobot

8. Arguments are entered by argument short name and argument description; it is
also possible to add PDF documents if necessary. Each argument supports one or
more options (or sometimes candidates) and argues against some other options,
and is shown on the binary comparison pages of all related option pairs.



Scholtz: Civil democracy platform handbook 10

B3 | (D Participation - Ciil Democracy % |+ v - o x
« > C QO B nitpsy/dvi-demoeracy.org/participation/Tdecsion =48 B % oswos 7 Q

Add an Option X

Do you have a better proposal for an upcoming decislon? Contribute It to the discussiont If you want to Include existing proposals, or
parts thereol, inta yours, do so. Refer to the original for integrity and voters’ ease, but make your text readable stand-alane.
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9. Atthe end of the participation screen page, it is possible (for logged-in users) to
add new options. The core content consists of short name / title, description, and
an option logo. Additionally, it is possible to add a descriptive PDF file and/or the
link to a descriptive video.

5.3 Trusting

Civil democracy rests on the two pillars of individualizing participation and individualiz-
ing representation. The “individualization of participation” means that the user can par-
ticipate wherever they choose and are represented otherwise. The “individualization of
representation” means that this representation is specific for every individual, because
every individual has their own set of political actors whom they trust to represent their
interests. We speak of “trust entered in open actors”, but another way to see it is as a vote
split across different available political actors.

10. The trust screen contains a list of all open actors available for entering trust.
Entering trust is done using a five-star ranking; the user’s vote with regard to in-
direct rankings is calculated as a weighted average depending on the number of
stars given. (Again, for more information see below section 0
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1. Examples of the underlying math.)

Note that the list of open actors (OAs) available for entering trust contains both “man-
aged OAs” who are already actively managed within the Civil democracy platform and “OA
covers” of open actors that have been entered into the system (by users or by the admin-
istrators) but are not yet actively managed.

Note also that the list contains the “CD community” as the one “open actor” that is
trusted (with an intermediate trust level of three stars) for new users from the very begin-
ning. This allows to have indirect rankings with a meaningful sequence of options for de-
cisions from the start, but users are advised to then use the trust screen to adjust their
representation to their actual opinion.
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Clicking on an OA logo opens a pop-up window with more information and the ability to
enter or modify trust in that particular open actor.
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the Centre for S cience and Environment, director of the Society for Environmental

‘Communications, and editor of the fortnightly magazine, Down To Earth.

12. The open actor popup allows to see the open actor’s description, and to adjust
the trust rating of the open actor. To undo an input of trust in an actor, just click
on the last-given star to delete all trust. After completion just click the X in the
upper right corner to save and exit.

Clicking on “Save data” back on the trust screen gives a shortened list of only the trusted
open actors, sorted by trust levels (i.e. number of stars given).

5.4 Creating an Account

As long as the user is not logged in, each page contains in the upper right corner a “Cre-
ate an account” button. Clicking on it opens the registration page.

The registration page begins with the Responsibility Manifesto. Later, when the concept
of Civil Democracy will be better-known, this manifesto may feature less prominently. But
for the beginning, it is important to remind that Civil Democracy opens a new under-
standing of democracy, with more empowerment and consequently more responsibility
for the individual voter. This is an important cultural change in contrast to the previous
world where there were politicians, whether democratically elected or not, who did the de-
cisions, and ordinary citizens who could only accept their decisions.

The Manifesto reads as follows:

e “l respect the experiences and desires of all who participate in Civil Democracy, and
share our common commitment to a better future. | understand that there will not al-
ways be decision options available which do justice to all experiences and desires, but
I will aim to find such options wherever possible and turn them into decisions.

o | will exercise my responsibility in the best interests of coming generations and the
world as a whole. | will work to overcome my individual and collective traumas in order
to make responsible decisions. | understand that | am responsible for contributing to
my own cultures, for understanding where they came from, and where they may devi-
ate from responsibility, and for integrating them into a sustainable world culture,
cherishing their cultural wealth but rationally bringing them into peaceful interac-
tions with others and not being subverted by experiences of former domination and
dissociation.
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e | promise to do my best to protect the institutions of Civil Democracy and especially
the right of secrecy and freedom from being influenced, of others decision-making
and my own, and our actions of entering trust. | may intensely argue with others over
what are the best decisions, but | will never exert pressure on them that would deprive
them of their responsibility for their own decisions, and | will do all | can to prevent at-
tempts to unfairly bias votes.

¢ | understand that open actors who act against these values may be restricted in their
influence or completely excluded from the Civil-Democratic process. | understand that
collectives in which actions against these values have been found may be restricted in
their influence. | understand that if | act against these values, | may be restricted in
my influence within the Civil-Democratic process.

Below the Responsibility Manifesto there are other more standard terms and conditions
relating to comments, media, and cookies. Please sign both together to proceed.

[a] [} Creste Account - Civil Demoes. X + v o X

€ (¢} 0 a civil-demecracy.org % osw @ Q L8 @ @ 8 » =

Create your account

Enter your information and create your
account now

Phone Number® Date of birth* =,

VAV

Postal Address® Postal Address

Create an account
& Join us!

State Country*

[ Natianality;.
Indla | = United States - = Challenge NGO -}

T

On the account creation page, enter your first name, surname, a valid email address, a
phone number, your date of birth, and a postal address. Under “Nationality/-ies / Mem-
berships”, enter your nationality/ies, as well as memberships in collectives that use Civil
Democracy, in order to gain access in these collectives. Then click on the button at the
bottom of the page to proceed to the next step.

Already have account ? Sign In
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Challenge NGO Durchsuchen...| Keine Da!

Create an account
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Profile Image*

Durchsuchen..., Kelne Datel ausgewahit.

On the second page, you are required to upload the scan of a document verifying your eli-
gibility for each nationality and group membership you claimed in the first step. Clicking
on the button “Sign up” sends a confirmation mail, and clicking on the link in this mail
completes the registration process.

Congratulations, you are now able to participate in the decisions we makel!

5.5 Learning

Clicking on the Learn button in the left side navigation directs you to the blog of texts
about Civil Democracy. Among them, you find a post that will contain the most recent ver-
sion of this handbook.

5.6 Supporting

Clicking on the Support button in the left side navigation directs you to a page showing
the ways to support Civil Democracy, whether by helping us with volunteering, by buying
one of the books about Civil Democracy, or by donating.

6 Best Practices

In order to maximize the benefits of the platform, please consider the following:

1. At the start, play around with drag-and-drop to get a first impression.

2. Be aware that the stage where options can still be created and the stage in which they

can be ranked deliberately overlap but are not the same. Remember to come back in

the stage when option creation is no longer possible to make sure that you have all op-

tions considered in your ranking. (Specific reminders that take into account whether

your last ranking already considered all finally available options are on our to-do-list

for a later stage.)

Visit the trust page from time to time to see which new open actors have been added.

4. Use the option comparison page frequently, especially if you find an argument in the
“between-line” unconvincing or simply missing.

5. Add arguments explaining why you find one option better than another one.

®
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6. Support arguments that you deem more important than others.

7. Be kind and patient. This is a first “minimum viable prototype” (“MVP”), built in Word-
Press, which makes some things easier and others much more complicated. With this
initial MVP, sometimes unexpected things may happen, for example due to your web
caches. If something unexpected happens, it won’t be because some evil force is seek-
ing to steal your vote, but rather some kind of bug or mistake. Please report it to feed-
back@civil-democracy.org, and be aware that our resources for improving anything
are currently limited.

8. Consider supporting us.
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7 Examples of the underlying math

We begin with the raw data of how the open actors have ranked the different options
available. The aim of the calculation is to translate these rankings into an ordered list for
the voters.

Let’s suppose there are five options. If any actor ranks them, the platform automatically
transforms that into 40% support for the highest-ranked option #1, 30% for the second-

highest #2, 20% for #3,10% for #4, and zero support for #5. We can now calculate the or-
dered list for each voter based on the support percentages from the open actors which a
voter trusts.

The tables below give an example of how ordered lists are then created. We start with a
very simple example with two open actors named X and Y, expressed both in ranked posi-
tions and in support percentages. The middle part shows the amount of trust a voter
called Ada has given to X and Y, measured by stars given and support percentages.

For Ada, her ranking is calculated as the average of rankings given by X and Y, or, more
precisely, a weighted average, since she gave four stars to X and only one star to Y, result-
ing in a much larger weighting for X in this calculation.

Adas’s support for the Blue option is calculated as 80% (her support for X) times 40% (X’s
support for Blue) plus 20% times 30% (the same for the support via Y), which is 32% plus
6% equalling 38%. Her support for options 2 Red through 5 Yellow is calculated similarly.

The lower part of the table shows the resulting indirect rankings. Here, the support per-
centages calculated as described above are translated into a simple indirect ranking,
which becomes the final decision for voters who choose not to participate directly.

Rank Position Support
Option X Y X Y
1Blue 1 2 40% 30%
2 Red 2 1 30% 40%
3 Green 3 3 20% 20%
4 Pink 4 4 10% 10%
5 Yellow S ) 0% 0%
Ada’s Trust level Ada’s Support
(Stars) (Percent)
X 4 80%
Y 1 20%
Ada’s Indirect Ada’s Indirect
Ranking Support
1Blue 1 38%
2 Red 2 32%
3 Green 4 20%
4 Pink 3 10%
5 Yellow 5 0%
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Our second example involves a different voter named Bert and a third open actor, Z, who
holds opinions which are very different from those of X and Y. In this case, the system
ends up presenting a compromise in which Bert’s highest ranked option is 2 Red, even
though it was not the first choice for either X or Z.

Rank Position Support
Option X z X z
1Blue 1 5 40% 0%
2 Red 2 2 30% 30%
3 Green 3 4  20% 10%
4 Pink 4 3 10% 20%
5 Yellow 5 1 0% 40%
Bert’s Trust level Bert’s Support
(Stars)
X 1 25%
z 3 75%
Indirect Ranking Indirect Support
Bert Bert
1Blue 5 8%
2 Red 1 33%
3 Green 4 13%
4 Pink 3 18%
5 Yellow 2 30%

Such an example demonstrates:

1. the individualization of indirect rankings, which depend on the open actors a voter
has supported,

2. the compromise orientation of the calculation which supports options like Red whic
may not be first choice for the dominant players (here X and Z) but not too bad for ei-
ther of them.

8 Feedback and Support

h

To report issues, provide feedback, or seek help, write to feedback@civil-democracy.org

or use our discussion forum at https://groups.google.com/g/civil-democracy.

Appendix: Future functionalities yet to be implemented

There are a great number of functionalities that could not be implemented in the MVP
and will be subject to subsequent improved versions of the platform interface.

e Development and implementation of a routine to transfer ID scan images from web-
accessible servers to local, offline storage.

e Implement other decision rules, including for multi-winner decisions or participatory

budgeting.

e Explicit presentation of open actors’ rankings and other actions, in the best case even

in comparison to the voter’s own rankings.

¢ Allowing to stay private for open actors in decisions outside of their profile.

¢ Allowing OA management for individuals who do not have eligibility for a respective
decision.

e Showing current average support for options.

e Showing current positions according to the decision rule.
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e Aversion not based on Wordpress.

e Having a native app for mobile operating systems.

e The current state of the platform forces users to create a strict ranking; it is planned
to open the possibility to enter indifference among subsets of options in a later stage.

e Show candidate names in proper sequence whenever useful (e.g. on the options com-
parison page).

e Specific reminders that take into account whether your last ranking already consid-
ered all finally available options.

e The possibility to differentiate between large and small differences in the support of
options
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